Death on the Installment Plan by Gimpert, John Emmett
The Prairie Light Review
Volume 24
Number 2 Reading Material Article 26
Spring 5-1-2004
Death on the Installment Plan
John Emmett Gimpert
College of DuPage
Follow this and additional works at: http://dc.cod.edu/plr
This Selection is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications at DigitalCommons@COD. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Prairie Light Review by an authorized editor of DigitalCommons@COD. For more information, please contact koteles@cod.edu.
Recommended Citation
Gimpert, John Emmett (2004) "Death on the Installment Plan," The Prairie Light Review: Vol. 24 : No. 2 , Article 26.
Available at: http://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol24/iss2/26
John Emmett Gimpert
Deatli on
a wisp and leash
to wTist is tied-
fresh air like cool water
a moment after smoke:
tliese lungs, a coal-miner's,
two tarred leatlier sacks,
tw^o oil-slick sea-birds.
smiling, a hunter
holds my swans single-hand
necks wrapped, bellies black.
each night I sigh
before rest, one breatli
more brief than last.
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